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WHEREAS,   Earlham College prides itself on principles based in Quaker tradition that  

  advocate for justice in our daily actions; and  
 

WHEREAS,   Earlham College’s Socially Responsible Investment Policy affirms these 

principles and promotes that Earlham’s investments in companies that show 

“irresponsible use of the natural environment” and “denigration of human 

dignity” should be minimized; and 

 

WHEREAS, since 1895, average global temperatures have risen by more than 1.5 degrees 

  Fahrenheit, and 80% of this increase has occurred since 1980; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the Carbon Tracker Initiative reports that the fossil fuel industry has access to five 

  times the amount of coal, oil, and natural gas that, if burned, would cause average 

  global temperatures to surpass the safe limit of 2°C, which was set by 167  

  countries at the 2009 Copenhagen Accord; and  
 

WHEREAS, coal mining, high-volume hydraulic fracturing, and tar sands extraction are an 

  irresponsible use of the environment due to their negative effects on land, water, 

  and air; and, 
 

WHEREAS, these practices have detrimental effects on human health, including the effects of 

  contaminated “potable” groundwater with dangerous toxins; and, 
 

WHEREAS, these consequences disproportionately affect those with lower income and 

marginalized people, including indigenous peoples, globally; and,  
 

WHEREAS,  academic institutions including Hampshire, University of Dayton, Pitzer, and 

others have committed to divestiture of their endowments from publicly traded 

companies that are exploring for and developing nonrenewable hydrocarbon 

energy reserves as a result of measures taken by these institutions’ students, 

student governments and/or administrations; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  over a dozen Quaker institutions including Cambridge Friends Meeting and 

Central Philadelphia Meeting have similarly chosen divestiture of fossil fuels 

from their endowments in order to more closely align their business practices with 

their moral compasses; and, 
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WHEREAS,  when looking at the example of South African Apartheid, history has shown that 

divestment movements can be effective in creating social pressure and legislation 

against unethical business practices; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the fossil fuel divestment movement’s power is in its ability to raise awareness 

about ethical concerns regarding fossil fuel production and to stigmatize harmful 

practices; and, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE EARLHAM STUDENT SENATE HERE ASSEMBLED AND 

FULLY PRESENT, and the signatories of this resolution who represent a diverse set of students, 

faculty, and staff, that the Socially Responsible Investment Advisory Committee 

recommend that the Earlham College Board of Trustees commit to divestment of 

all direct holdings in companies which extract coal, tar-sands and/or which 

participate in high-volume hydraulic fracturing; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, as a global leader in sustainability, Earlham College 

can strengthen their position by committing to increased investments in clean 

renewable energy; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, as a socially concerned college, Earlham can impact 

communities by further investments in community initiatives and renewable 

technology; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the SRIAC will update the Earlham community, via 

quarterly reports on Community Documents, as to the progress taken in divesting 

direct holdings and investing in alternative options; and,  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the SRIAC, in coordination with the investment office, 

the Board of Trustees and the Foundation, will retain a permanent negative screen 

against companies which extract coal, tar-sands and/or which participate in high-

volume hydraulic fracturing; and,  

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT, the SRIAC, in coordination with the investment office, 

the Board of Trustees and the Foundation, will seek to create a positive screen for 

direct investments in renewable technology companies, community owned energy 

projects, green energy bonds, yieldcos, and credit unions. 


